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It matters how you live. Christians are called to a way of life that is different from the ways
of the culture and world around us. This is supposed to show up in dozens of ways....
The parables below give you a window into three expectations that God has for you as
God’s child... You will find the rest in the Bible and at church! But these three stories give
you somewhere to start!

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Matthew 18:21-35

21 Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "Not
seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 "For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 2> and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 2 So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, "Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.' 2” And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 2 But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, "Pay what you owe.' ?° Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, "Have patience with me, and | will pay you.' 3° But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3 When
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. %2 Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, "You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?' 3* And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3> So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart."

The Parable of the Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must | do to inherit
eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 2’ He
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 2 And



he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live." 2° But wanting
to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 2 Jesus replied, "A man
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 3 Now by chance a priest
was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 32
But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with
pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3 The
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, "Take care of him;
and when | come back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.' ¢ Which of these
three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" 3’
He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

The Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30

4 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; *° to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. ¢ The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. '8 But the one who had received
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 1° After a
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 2° Then the
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
"Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.' 2! His
master said to him, "Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 22
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, "Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.' 2 His master said to him, "Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 2 Then the one who had
received the one talent also came forward, saying, "Master, | knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 2° so |
was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26
But his master replied, "You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where |
did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? 2 Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with
interest. 22 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 2° For to
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. * As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’



