Baptism of our Lord
The Tomorrow River Lutheran Parish
January 12, 2025

We welcome visitors into our community! — May you be blessed as you join us in Worship!

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time,
and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love.
Grant that we may know your presence, see your love at work, arnd
live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever—the coming of
your Son. We journey with joy knowing we are your own.

All: Amen. Let it be so. -

(As a spiritual discipline, ask the Holy Spirit to nudge you in offering
yourself and a portion of God’s many blessings God has given you for
God'’s use in the church and world. We pass the plate to receive your
gifts. Use the cards provided if you give online. A collection box is also
available at the back of the sanctuary. To support the ministries and as a
response to God's love for you, consider using electronic giving

at www.trchurch.org/electronic-giving.)

* OPENING PRAYER
* HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior #655
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: Blessed be'the holy Trinity, + one God,
our creator,
our protector,
our wellspring of life.
All: Amen. ‘
Pastor: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our
hearts, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Pastor: Merciful God,
All: you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;
we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults
and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.
Amen.
Pastor: God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In 4 Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
All: Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

All: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

* GOSPEL Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
'3 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were quest|on|ng in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, '® John
answered all of them by saying, “| baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. " His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, *and the Holy
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

* HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart #800

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Pastor: ...Lord, in your mercy ...
Congregation: Hear our prayer.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE

SUNDAYS
Worship Service at Peace 8:30 am
Sunday School at Peace 9:00 am
Sunday School at Nelsonville 9:30 am
Worship Service at Nelsonville 10:15 am

Livestream every Sunday at 10:15 am at trchurch.org, dlick on Live Stream

THURSDAYS
Evening Candlelight Prayer Service at Nelsonville 7:00 pm

Thursday Services are online at trchurch.org, click on Candlelight Services

WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS!

Tomorrow River Lutheran Parish
Peace Lutheran Church, 293 S. Main Street in Amherst
Nelsonville Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3061 Oak Street in Nelsonville

Contact us at (715) 824-5615 or email trchurch@gmail.com

For mote information, go to trchurch.org
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