Fifth Sunday of Lent
The Tomorrow River Lutheran Parish
March 22, 2026

We welcome visitors into our community! May you be blessed as you join us in Worship!

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* OPENING PRAYER
* HYMN Bless Now, O God, the Journey #326
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever

All: Amen. .

Pastor: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the
work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for
disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,




All: have mercy on us accofding to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For dfsregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs
of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for
disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Pastor: God's steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in
you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
All: Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Pray for the Spirit to deepen our understanding and faith in God’s
power over death, which enables us to enjoy eternal life with our siblings
in Christ in the kingdom of God.
All: Amen.

WORD

* GOSPEL ' John 11:1-45

" Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. ? Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair: her brother Lazarus was ill. ° So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; ratheg,
it is for God'’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through /t i
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, °

after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

" Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”
The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone
you, and are you going there again?”° Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who Walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. ’ But those who walk at night
stumble because the light is not in them.” '" After saying this, he told
them, “Our fr/end Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to
awaken him.” "2 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep,




he will be all right.” ** Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. "“Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. "® For your sake | am glad | was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” "® Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with
him.”

" When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, "° and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. ?° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. % Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2Byt
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 2 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” %* Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” % Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 2 and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 \When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ? And
when she heard it, she got up quickly,and went to him. % Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. %2 \When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 \When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. * He saidé “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *° Jesus began to weep. *°
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *” But some of them said,
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
from dying?”

% Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” ** Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” “So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. “2| knew that you always hear me, but |
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” “>When he had said this, he cried with a loud




voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

> Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

- *HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision #793

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Pastor: ...Lord, in your mercy ...
Congregation: Hear our prayer.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER ‘
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our ,
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

* BLESSING




WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS!

Contact us at (715) 824-5615 or
email trchurch@gmail.com
For more information, go to trchurch.org

Tomorrow River Lutheran Parish, PO Box 309, Amherst,
WI 54406
Peace Lutheran Church, 293 S. Main Street, Amherst
Nelsonville Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3061 Oak
Street, Nelsonville

Our office is located inside Peace Lutheran Church.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday 8:15am—1:00pm
Tuesday 8:15am—1:00pm

Wednesday CLOSED
Thursday 8:15am—1:00pm
Friday-8:15am—1:00pm

For those who wish to give with a credit or debit card or
via EFT from your bank account, please use this QR code.

Thank you for your faith filled support for the ministries of
the church.




