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The Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids     Matthew 25:1-13 
1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, "Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.' 7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish 
said to the wise, "Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 But the wise 
replied, "No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, "Lord, lord, open to 
us.' 12 But he replied, "Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 13 Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 
The Talents         Matthew 25:14-30 
14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. 
 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 
two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 After a long time the master of those 
slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the 
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, "Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21 His master said to him, "Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 
 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, "Master, you handed 
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 23 His master said to him, 
"Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24 Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, "Master, I knew that you 
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were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.' 26 But his master replied, "You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to 
the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they 
will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
 
The Sheep and the Goats           Matthew 25:31-46 
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer 
him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?' 40 And the king will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and 
you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, "Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 
you?' 45 Then he will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
 
The Rich Man and Lazarus       Luke 16:19-31 
19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away 
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
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by his side. 24 He called out, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.' 25 But Abraham said, "Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been 
fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one 
can cross from there to us.' 27 He said, "Then, father, I beg you to send him to my 
father's house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will 
not also come into this place of torment.' 29 Abraham replied, "They have Moses and 
the prophets; they should listen to them.' 30 He said, "No, father Abraham; but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, "If they do 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead.' " 
 
The Wicked Tenants        Mark 12: 1-12 
1 Then he began to speak to them in parables. "A man planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a slave to the 
tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard. 3 But they seized 
him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 4 And again he sent another 
slave to them; this one they beat over the head and insulted. 5 Then he sent another, 
and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others 
they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 
"They will respect my son.' 7 But those tenants said to one another, "This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' 8 So they seized him, killed him, 
and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He 
will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not read 
this scripture: "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 11 this 
was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?" 12 When they realized that he 
had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowd. So they left him and went away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


