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Jesus used parables because... he had to... telling us directly about the Kingdom of God
would be like telling a blind person about colors... Jesus had to do it “indirectly”...

Six Tips for Explaining Colors to a Blind Child
By Deborah Kent

Because | have never seen colors, | don't think | really understand what they are. However, |
do know the color of many things: crows are black, leaves are green, and hair may be blonde,
brown, red, black, gray, white - or dyed any color a person desires. | also know colors are
highly symbolic in our culture: "I was so angry | saw red." Or, "l was tickled pink." Learning
about color is one more way for your child to learn about the world. Here are six ways to
begin to talk about colors with your blind child or student.

1. Never be afraid to talk about colors.

Talking about color is not upsetting to your child, even though it may be troubling to you at
first. If your child has never seen color, he doesn't miss it-but he is bound to be curious.
Encourage that curiosity!

2. Refer to color in everyday conversation.

Help your child understand that color is an aspect of nearly every object and substance in the
world. You can say: "Here's a nice red apple,” or, "Put on your pretty green wool mittens."
When the teacher asks, "What color is your coat," your child will proudly say, "It's blue!"

3. Think about color as information.

"Roses are red, violets are blue . . ." Even though a child who has never seen cannot
understand color in the same way, they can learn what color objects are in the world. At
Halloween, your child can easily learn that pumpkins are orange. But don't go crazy! Knowing
what color every toy in his toy box is would be boring!



4. Attach emotions and feelings to color.

Help your child understand color by relating it to her other senses. You might describe red as
a hot, loud color; white as smooth and quiet; black as shiny; or blue as the notes of a
saxophone. A blind blogger once wrote: Yellow is buttery and rich, like sunshine on your face.

5. Save the subtleties of color for later.

Explain the subtleties of color when the child is older. Apples can be green as well as red; the
sky can be blue or gray, depending on the weather; the water in a glass is colorless (clear),
but the ocean "looks" blue.

6. Explain that some colors look good together, others don't.
Help your child put together outfits that match, and tell her what colors they are. This will
become more important later, when she is picking out her own clothes.

Growing Seed & Mustard Seed Mark 4 26-34

26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, '
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not
know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 2° But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest
has come." *° He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? 3! It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade." 33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.

New Wine Matthew 9:14-17

4 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast often,
but your disciples do not fast?" > And Jesus said to them, "The wedding guests cannot mourn
as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the bridegroom is
taken away from them, and then they will fast. ® No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an
old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. ’ Neither is new
wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins
are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”

Strong Man Matthew 12: 22-29

22 Then they brought to him a demoniac who was blind and mute; and he cured him, so that
the one who had been mute could speak and see. 23 All the crowds were amazed and said,
"Can this be the Son of David?" ?* But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow casts out the demons." 2> He knew what
they were thinking and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and
no city or house divided against itself will stand. 2° If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? 2 If | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by



whom do your own exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 22 But if it is
by the Spirit of God that | cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 2° Or
how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his property, without first tying up the
strong man? Then indeed the house can be plundered.

The Sower Matthew 13: 1-23

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ? Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 2 And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. ® Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they
had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ° Let anyone with ears listen!" ° Then the disciples came and asked
him, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" 1! He answered, "To you it has been given to
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. *? For to those
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. *3 The reason | speak to them in parables is
that "seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.' 4
With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: "You will indeed listen, but
never understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive. *° For this people's heart has
grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they
might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with their heart and
turn— and | would heal them.' ¢ But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear. 7 Truly | tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see,
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it. 1 "Hear then the parable of
the sower. °* When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; 2! yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2% But as for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty."

Assorted Parables Matthew 13:24-50

24 He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 2° but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2® So when the plants came
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2” And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, "Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?' 28 He answered, "An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him,
"Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 2° But he replied, "No; for in gathering the



weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 3° Let both of them grow together until
the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' " 3! He put before them another
parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his
field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." 33 He told
them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." ** Jesus told the crowds all these
things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. ° This was to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth to speak in parables; | will proclaim what
has been hidden from the foundation of the world." 3¢ Then he left the crowds and went into
the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds
of the field." 3" He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 2 the field
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of
the evil one, *° and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. 4° Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will
it be at the end of the age. ** The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of
his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42> and they will throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 3 Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 44 "The kingdom of heaven
is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field. ° "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; %6 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it. 4” "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. #° So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. >! "Have you understood all this?" They
answered, "Yes." °2 And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old." 3 When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. > He
came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were
astounded and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? >° Is not
this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and
Joseph and Simon and Judas? °® And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man
get all this?" °>” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not
without honor except in their own country and in their own house." °8 And he did not do many
deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.



